


Clinical Neuropsychologist 
Job role
Clinical neuropsychologists are concerned with the assessment and rehabilitation of people with brain injury or other neurological disease.

Clinical Neuropsychologists are specially trained to understand the relationship between brain and neuropsychological function. Clinical neuropsychologists require not only knowledge of the broad range of mental health problems, but also specialist knowledge in the neurosciences. 

Brain injuries and neurological illnesses (such as stroke, traumatic brain injury, Multiple Sclerosis, Parkinson’s Disease etc) can affect the way a person thinks, feels and behaves.  It is the clinical neuropsychologist’s job to assess and help to treat the effects of these problems. 
As a Clinical Neuropsychologist you will be trained in a number of psychological approaches, and be able to use psychological evidence and theory to create a shared map or "formulation" of psychological difficulties, which will guide therapies and other interventions that you will provide.  You will also offer specialist assessments, which may include neuropsychological testing. 

You will provide supervision and support to other professionals and teams, and also develop services and carry out research. 

Future career options 
As a Clinical Neuropsychologist you may have opportunities to progress into roles where you supervise and lead other psychological professionals or multi-professional clinical teams. You may also be able to progress into training others or doing research. Some clinical psychologists go on to work at very senior level leadership positions.

Clinical Neuropsychologists work across a range of health and social care providers including NHS, social care, third sector and independent providers and education. This can be in a variety of settings including acute hospital, community or hospital based rehabilitation services, educational services and court.
Required training
Neuropsychology is a post qualification discipline, available to chartered psychologists within the field of clinical or educational psychology. On completion of training, practitioners will usually work for at least one year in a specialist service and then undertake the BPS Qualification in Clinical Neuropsychology (QiCN) or the equivalent accredited route via a University provider which confers eligibility for entry onto the Society’s Specialist Register of Clinical Neuropsychologists. Criteria for the QiCN and accredited routes involves completing a post-doctoral diploma in clinical neuropsychology and examination of a portfolio of clinical neuropsychology cases.
Entry requirements
You will need to be a chartered psychologists within the field of clinical or educational psychology. 
You will also need substantial experience that relates to the field of clinical psychology, which includes applied clinical work as well as research. 

Lived experience of mental health difficulties is desirable, and excellent interpersonal skills are essential. 

Registering or accrediting body
In order to practice as a Clinical Psychologist, and therefore be eligible to become a Clinical Neuropsychologist, you must be registered with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC).

Professional organisation
Once you qualify, you can apply for the Specialist Register in Clinical Neuropsychology with the British Psychological Society (BPS), and become a full member of the BPS Division of Neuropsychology. 

Salary expectations
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trainee Clinical Psychologists are employed at Band 6 on the NHS Agenda for Change pay scales. Once qualified, you would typically be employed at Band 7. Further training in neuropsychology constitutes a form of such specialisation. This is attained via one of the Society’s accredited university courses or via the Society’s own Qualification in Neuropsychology and is usually undertaken at Band 8a. Satisfactory completion of higher training in neuropsychology confers entry onto the Society’s Specialist Register of Practitioner Psychologists and eligibility for Band 8c posts.  Some clinical psychologists progress to leadership positions across the full range of Agenda for Change pay all the way to Band 9.

Useful links 
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/psychological-therapies/roles-psychological-therapies/clinical-neuropsychologist
https://careers.bps.org.uk/
https://www.jobs.nhs.uk
https://www.nhsemployers.org/pay-pensions-and-reward/agenda-for-change/pay-scales/annual



