


[bookmark: _GoBack]Occupational Psychologist
Job role
As an Educational Psychologist you are trained to work with children and young people, their families and their schools to tackle challenges such as learning difficulties, behavioural challenges, social and emotional problems, issues around disability, as well as complex developmental and mental health issues. 

Educational Psychologists are also concerned with the psychology of education and make use of psychological methods that are themselves educational. They aim to promote learning, independence, educational and social inclusion and educational well-being, and to empower and enable children and young people in educational settings, thus minimising exclusion and inequality. 

Educational Psychologists working with the public are regulated by the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) and must register in order to use the protected title: Educational Psychologist.
You will provide supervision and support to other professionals and teams, and also develop services and carry out research. 

Future career options 
Educational Psychologists work across range of education, health, and social care providers including local authorities, schools, preschool settings, social care, third sector and independent providers. 

Many Educational Psychologists also work in academia, teaching and researching in their area of expertise.
Educational Psychologists work with children and young people from 0–25 years of age. 

Educational Psychologists may also work with adults, teachers, other professionals, parents, carers and families, institutions, including schools, universities, secure-settings and hospitals, and with other organisations and communities as part of their work. 
Required training
Educational Psychologists complete a doctoral programme in educational psychology (approved by the HCPC and the British Psychological Society). The programme in England and Wales is a three-year programme that involves supervised placements in each year and a doctoral research thesis. In Scotland, Educational Psychologists complete a BPS-accredited Masters in educational psychology from a Scottish university followed by the BPS Qualification in Educational Psychology (Scotland) (QEP(S)).
Entry requirements
Educational Psychologists trained in England, Wales and Northern Ireland will usually have completed an undergraduate degree in psychology accredited by the British Psychological Society to confer the Graduate Basis for Chartered Membership (usually 2:1 or higher)
This will be followed by experience of no less than two years working with children or adolescents as an assistant psychologist, learning support assistant, teacher, early-years worker or youth worker.
Lived experience of mental health difficulties is desirable, and excellent interpersonal skills are essential. 

Registering or accrediting body
In order to practice as an Educational Psychologist you must be registered with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC).

Professional organisation
Once you qualify, you can apply for chartered status with the British Psychological Society (BPS), and become a full member of the BPS Division of Educational Psychology. 

Salary expectations
Salaries for trainee educational psychologists in England, Wales and Northern Ireland range from £22,955 to £31,355. Once fully qualified, salaries begin at £35,731 and rise incrementally up to £48,211. This can increase to £52,903 with the addition of structured professional assessment points.
Senior and principal educational psychologists can earn from £44,797 to £60,409. With the addition of discretionary scale points and structured professional assessment points, this can increase to £66,276.
Fully-qualified educational psychologists in Scottish local authorities earn in the region of £42,495 to £52,068. Salaries for senior and management-level educational psychologists range from £55,311 to £64,098.
Useful links 
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/job-profile/educational-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/educational-psychologist
https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologists/society-qualifications/qualification-educational-psychology-scotland-stage-2
https://careers.bps.org.uk/ 



